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BEFORE By Nick Moretti

he Green family was pretty clear on what they were
going to do: a new kitchen with an open plan ... that
would require their plaster kitchen ceiling and its tex-
ture to match the existing living room plaster ceiling. They
quickly learned the rarity of the plaster contractor.

“We were scared to death (to trust this to a stranger),”
according to Tina Green.

However, the Greens knew better than to consider
replacing the existing plaster ceiling with drywall. As there
are posts throughout the space, to preserve this, they had
to stay with plaster. John Green initially planned to
attempt the project himself.

“The cabinets hung down,” he says. “Since we had to
demolish some of the kitchen space anyway, we decided to

Plasterer thrives on natural skill and sage wisdom.

just to take it all out. I can’t do this kind of work. I either
work with the ceiling I got or gut it and do drywall, which
I didn’t want to do. When we went with wet plaster, it was
a short jump to do something nice with it.”

Trying to find someone who does wet plaster was
a challenge.

“We sent e-mails, tried to find someone who did this,” says
Tina. “Nobody does plaster! We had a lot of people who
thought plaster meant drywall. Jim actually sounded like he
knew what he was doing and apparently, he was right!”

After utilizing an online directory, ServiceMagic Inc.
(W&C Nov. 2004), the Greens found Jim Conklin, plas-
terer, who knows what he’s talking about because he was
taught the trade of plaster by one of the last old masters,
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